LOR — Sept 2006

Lough Neagh & Lower Bann Advisory Committees

Liaison Officer’s Report — September 2006

Water Levels — Justicication for Review (LNAC 69 & LBAT)

Working Group met on 25August to consider. Agreed that the ‘An Overview of the
Management of Lough Neagh Water Levels’ paper neededupdsged. This is
currently being redrafted and the revised version wilkided at the next LNAC and
LBAC meetings. Members reviewed a Draft Justificatiopdte made comments and
will consider a redratft at their next meeting in tlghtiof the updated Overview
document.

PPS 2 and Development in the Wetlands (LNAC 70)

A rep from Planning Service will be present at the nexACNneeting to provide a
review of PPS2 - Nature Conservation and will heaviées of the LNAC and take
guestions on development within the Wetlands.

Advisory Committee Insurance (LNAC 71)
Mr Graham Seymour forwarded a letter of comfort for AdisCommittee members ir
relation to insurance cover. As the Advisory Comraitare implementing projects,
there may be a real need to have insurance cover.

Lough Neagh Management Strategy (LNAC 72)
The Chairman and the LO met to discuss a process fog tity encourage

implementation of the recommendations within the LNMSwas agreed that the list of

recommendations should be reviewed and updated and thahgsestould be set up
with relevant implementing bodies.

Safety & Navigation Working Group (LNAC 73)
Meeting to consider markers and dredging to take place'd&dgt. The draft report is
attached. An update of the Working Group recommendatidhbBarprovided at the
next LNAC meeting.

Lough Neagh Navigation Authority (LNAC 74)

A meeting is to take place off September 2006 between LNAC reps, Paul Sweene
DCAL Permanent Secretary, and DCAL Officers to highligie need for a navigation
authority. Verbal feedback from the meeting will lheeg at the next LNAC meeting.

PPS 14 response (LNAC 75 & LBAC 85)
The Draft response was amended and forwarded to DoELO kéll provide feedback
as and when.

Sustainable Recreation Strategy (LNAC 76)

Meetings and discussions have been held with Judith Ammetha other team membe
in relation to finalising the document. Comments reaeivem Committee members
and other stakeholders have been fed back to Judith wibavi§inalising the document
A copy of the final document will be sent to all LNA®d LBAC members and will be
placed on the website. The recommendations containbahwliie draft are already
proving very useful in terms of steering developmentiagiahe Lough and on Lough
Beg.

Binevenagh AONRLBAC 73

EHS confirmed the criteria for designation as follows:
1. Isit currently of outstanding natural beauty of at tewgional importance?
2. Does it have a coherent and distinctive identity?
3. Does it justify special management measures?

Land must meet all three criteria.
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Following an additional visit to the suggested lands whielLBAC advised should be

included,EHS staff greed that“Whilst the three areas were not without merit, they would

be regarded as 'debatable’. It did not seem to me or to others iretrerthent that they
offered a strong case for inclusion on grounds of essential identityhaittotre of the
AONB (Binevenagh), for reasons of intrinsic natural beauty and need faalspec
planning and management. It is not enough for an area to meet one of the above
criteria, it has to meet all three.”

The AONB was formally launched at the beginning of August.

10. | Fallen Animals and bank Erosion Publicity material AMB79
Applications for funding have been made to allow for mation of this material.
Information will be placed on the website in the meare.

11. | Hutchinson’s Quay Coarse Angling Stands Working Group (LBAC 80)
The developer has not provided further details as initiathicated therefore there has
been no need to call this working group.

12. | Gate Opening at Portna (LBAC82)
A letter was written to Rivers Agency to seek clasfion of the gate opening regime at
Portna. The current system (1,4,2,3) received back wadated to relevant members
and as a consequence, a working group meeting was callegelpetglevant members
and Rivers Agency and DCAL staff. All present agreedithtte short term the
sequence of 1,3,2,4 would be the most facilitative to alllsgallowing elver passage @
the east bank and angling on the west bank. DCAL sglfilighted that it is carrying ou
a detailed review of gate sequencing and that a consultiimment will be available
for all stakeholders in the near future. It was agrlatld working group should be
reconvened to discuss DCAL'’s recommendations.

13. | Maintaining favourable habitat (LBAC 83)
The Management Committee has not met since théthssory Committee meeting an
has not commented on this issue. It will be placethemext agenda.

14. | Harbour Biodiesel proposal (LBAC 84
Verbal update will be given at the next LBAC meeting.

15. | Zebra Mussels
DoE produced draft Position Paper on Zebra Musselsugt.&eagh. LO distributed
this to members, compiled a response and forwarded to Bei®ell a detailed
comment, the overarching comment was - stop talkingstartiacting to prevent sprea
to other areas. The position paper wil be distributedamibers and placed on the
website when available.

16. | Eel Review
Feedback from the Question and Answer session BduBe has been good — “great t
hear about situation and now have greater understandisgues and needs of eels an
the fishery”.
Feedback on the EU’s response to the Eel Basin Maregddan will be given to
Committee members as a when available.

17. | Travel Expenses for Committee Members
A budget allowance to cover membership attendance, for thasdo not receive it
elsewhere, has been included in the funding request faettiecCommittee term.

18. | Sand ExtractiofLNAC Action 65 & 66)
QPANI gave a very informative presentation at the lASAC meeting. Details are
available from Sperrin House.

19. | Lough Neagh Wetlands Biodiversity Action Plan

The Biodiversity Officer continues to provide technical ekpe to project developers
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and his input has significantly increased the quality ainahheritage applications to th
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LNP. Steering Group meeting continue to take place amkl twwards the preparation
of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan progresses.e Tollowing habitats have been
highlighted as potentials for Habitat Action Plans: Lawllaaised bog, Species rich
Hedgerow, Wet woodland, Fen, Purple moor grass, Reedbedpfdoograzing marsh,
Lowland meadow, Rivers and streams and Eutrophic standitey.w

The following species have been highlighted as potentalsréparation of species
Actions Plans: Barn owl, Common Tern, Curlew, Dyscisiobscurus (ground beetle),
Irish Damselfly, Irish hare, Lapwing, Pollan, Redshaflee Sparrow, Whooper Swan
Bats and Invasive species.

The habitats and species need to be finalised and draftvpiéen.

The LO will give an update at the next meeting.
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20. | Tree Sparrow Project
Funding has now been secured from LNP and all Counaisawareness raising drive
underway and the Biodiversity Officer has received favidleréeed in terms of
volunteers to monitor numbers, erect boxes and mdeageng stations.

21. | Wetlands Wildlife Recording Project
Applications to LNP and Better Belfast successful. drRéiag equipment will now be
purchased and available for use — binoculars, camera asddpe.

22. | Lough Neagh Baseline &GIS
Still waiting for data to be uploaded on to a computehatbugh Neagh Discovery
Centre, where the GIS will be available for public usa@pplication to the LNP was
successful and one has been submitted to EHS for matdinduto have a separate Gl
system in the Liaison Office.

23. | North Coast Personal Water Craft Club
LO met with George McFarland, Chairman of this clulwvrmperating out of Benone.
The club is interested in operating on the Lower Ba@rorge expressed an interest if
making a presentation at the next LBAC meeting.

24. | Lower Bann Erosion Report
Carrying out survey of River banks to update the 1998 LBAGi&noReport. This will
assist in highlighting the areas/landowners where LBRifighcould best be targeted.

25. | Waterways Museum
LO met with consultants carrying out work on the essament of a Waterways
Museum at Oxford Island. A workshop session is plannethidiSeptember.

26. | Ramsar Boundary
Review of PPS 2 imminent. Working Group will meet to ede&iscontent and way
ahead for securing the future for the Ramsar site.

27. | Antrim Marina
Council finalising proposals in the hope of being able tvele new marina at Antrim
The preferred location is off-line near the toilet lwafe in Loughshore Park.

28. | Lough Neagh & Lower Bann Management Committee
There has been no meeting since the last LNAC and LB@EXings.

29. | CAAN
LO attended Countryside Access and Activity Network Megti Minutes available
from Sperrin House.

30. | Lough Neagh Partnership

The fourth round batch of projects has been assessed@mmendations for funding
made. Letters of Offer will be prepared. 36 applicatwwese received and there was
not enough funding to offer all the projects that methineshold.

The new Marketing Officer, responsible for implemegtihe Strategy is due to start

next week.




The Partnership is giving consideration to its future aole remit.

31.

Lough Neagh / Advisory Committee website

Liaison Office staff are in the process of upgradirgyldtughneagh.com website. It is
very dated. Suggestions for the sort of information youlavbke to see are welcome.
This site will complement the Lough Neagh Marketing wiebsi

32.

Canoe Trails
Progress is being made towards the implementation drotlngh Neagh and Lower
Bann Trails

33.

Estuary Watersports zone.

Meeting held to discuss fact that zone comprises jedtyishused by MCA. Meeting
consensus was that zone should end further up strearobjdctions from LBAC
membership. CHC in agreement, although formal letteyetoteceived. Sign to be
changed by most appropriate body.

34.

Lough Erne Advisory Committee
Parallel of Lough Neagh & Lower Bann Advisory Commitiéas been established in
Fermanagh. Liaison Officers have met.

35.

Loughshore Trail
The Lap The Lough cycling event was held 6hSptember and was very successful
attracting between 400 and 500 participants.

36.

Lower Bann Partnership

The Partnership was successfully launched at the ehdhefin Portneal Lodge. First
round projects have been assessed (LBAC commented) #edslaf Offer are being
finalised. The second round for applications is due to atode near future. The
Lower Bann Advisory Committee is the lead applicara mumber of application and
will be involved in delivering these projects as wellraghe delivery of some of the
LNP led projects.

37.

Cycleau Conference

Secured funding to contribute towards sending four LoveemBeps to Cycleau
Conference in October. Sourcing funding for LN repsnf€rence will focus on the
European dimension of river catchment management

38.

Lagan Canal
Met with consultant preparing a report into the way fmavfor the re-watering of the

Lagan Canal

39.

Bathing Waters Directive Consultation

The main comment focused on the fact that whilst the Bokeeting the terms of the
Directive it is not meeting the spirit of the Direati There are no freshwater sites in |
because these do not have enough ‘bathers’. The Dept slamsider implementing th
spirit of the Directive by designating inland waterg @ used by contact water sport
people.

40.

Review of Environmental Governance
Comments submitted from Committees.

4].

Oxford Island NNR Management Group

LO attended meeting. Issues discussed include: need f@rebemsive Article 6
assessments on every small project that takes plasieaather than a single
assessment for them all, lack of success of new KinRegad reedbed, new buoys will
be placed off island next season to demarcate sports@mnesxhibition imminent and
to have Lough Neagh theme, Wildlife 2000 not overly sudaksonsidering request tg
have bridleway at Ox Isl.
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42.

Lower Bann Projects




Successful applications submitted to LBP for part fundind-faver Bann Photographig
Resource, Lower Bann Sustainable Development Strategyer Bann Biodiversity
Action Plan and Lower Bann Baseline study. Applicatsutsmitted to EHS for match
funding.

43.

Rams Island Project
LO and Biodiversity Officer involved in initial meetirgf Rams Island Management
Group — very productive, great input from all stakeholdeduding statutory agencies

44,

Consultations

Comments lodged on:

Review of Environmental Governance

Bathing Waters Directive,

Draft Water Abstraction Regulations 2006

Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Amendment) Reguis (NI) 2006.
Comments to be compiled on:

Flood Management Policy Review — comments tB)Nﬁv 2006.

45,

Advisory Committee Staffing Issues
Tracey Curry is working with the Liaison Officer oudent placement.

46.

Future Funding of Advisory Committees
An application has been submitted to EHS for fundingHerrtext term of the
Committees structure.
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