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LOWER BANN EROSION PILOT PROJECT UNDERWAY 
 
Bank erosion on stretches of the Lower Bann has been a controversial issue for some 
time.  A recent study has concluded that erosion is a result of several interactions and can 
not be attributed to any one factor. 
 
Landowners along the Bann have been concerned at the rate of erosion and as a result 
have been implementing their own alleviation measures. 
 
In order to address this issue, the Lower Bann Advisory Committee is co-ordinating a 
pilot project which, it is hoped, will highlight the best methods of managing the erosion.  
A working partnership has been formed with representation from COLLAGE (Coleraine 
Leader II), the Coleraine branch of the Conservation Volunteers Northern Ireland, 
Coleraine Borough Council, the Rivers Agency and the Advisory Committee.  Large 
sections of the bank have been surveyed within the Coleraine Borough Council area.  
Trial sections of eroding bank will undergo a series of treatments ranging from simple 
fencing to exclude stock, to the installation of willow hurdles and reed bed planting.  The 
physical work will be completed this winter by CVNI and the landowners.  The 
effectiveness of the treatment will be assessed over the next few years by the Rivers 
Agency. 
 
The funding to facilitate this trial has been sourced from COLLAGE, The Honourable the 
Irish Society, local landowners and Coleraine Borough Council.  It is anticipated that this 
study will highlight the most efficient and cost effective treatments for erosion alleviation 
on the River Bann.  In the future, the best treatment could be applied to all bank areas 
facing erosion problems.  
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THE HUB OF ULSTER’S WATERWAYS 
 
The Ulster Waterways Group held its second annual conference in Craigavon Civic 
Centre on 22nd September 1999.  The theme of the conference was “Lough Neagh – The 
Hub of Ulster Waterways”. 
 
Dennis Glass, Director of Regional Planning, DOE (NI) and Harry Averley, Director of 
Leisure Services, Craigavon Borough Council set the scene in terms of the regional and 
local context respectively.  Steven Patterson, Regional Manager, SUSTRANS, 
highlighted the importance of the Lough Neagh Cycle Way in terms of adding to the 
surrounding tourism product and Michael Coulter, Assistant Director, Historic 
Monuments and Buildings Branch, DoE, provided an overview of the importance of the 
built heritage associated with the canal network.  Christopher J. Baker, Marine 
Consultant, Isle of Man provided information on the vessels, regulations, and operational 
considerations which would have to be considered if the hub was to be mobilised. 
 
Judith Annett, Countryside Consultancy, presented a report highlighting the needs and 
requirements if Lough Neagh is to become a hub of water activity.  The report estimated 
that £848,500 is to be spent on providing water based tourism facilities in the near future.  
An additional £1,546,000 would be needed to ensure there is an adequate level of service 
and information around the Lough for water based traffic.  The recommendations include 
a pilot book, shower blocks, pleasure cruiser, sewage pump-outs, Maghery harbour etc.  
An additional £6,500,000 investment would be needed to purchase cruisers and day boats 
in order to realise the potential of the area.   
 
This second Conference, as with the first, reinforced the degree of enthusiasm associated 
with the reopening of the network of canals in Ulster.  If you would like to receive further 
information on the Ulster Waterways Group, a copy of Judith’s Report or offer your 
support for the heritage, preservation and restoration of inland waterways, please contact: 
The Secretary, Ulster Waterways Group, 4 Brown’s Brae, Holywood, BT18 0HL. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BRIAN MULHOLLAND 
 
Brian Mulholland died in July 1999.  Brian represented Northern Ireland Agricultural 
Producers Association on the Lower Bann Advisory Committee.  Although with the 
Committee a short time Brian soon established himself as a keen and valuable member 
with a particular interest in conservation issues.  His contribution at LBAC meetings will 
be missed.  We offer our sympathy and condolences to his wife and family.  
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ANGLING DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S UPDATE 
 
I have now had my contract renewed for another 12 months and look forward to 
implementing the strategy I have written.  Several of the projects identified have now 
received a Letter of Offer. 
 
Three of these projects are Salmonid hatchery improvements and indeed the drastic 
decrease in this year’s run of salmon makes salmon development a priority. 
 
There is a noted increase in poaching activity in the Lower Bann Lough Beg area and on 
Lough Neagh around the mouth of the Moyola River.  The poachers use high-tech 
equipment and there is associated indiscriminate deaths of unwanted coarse fish.  In days 
gone by this type of romantic folly.  Today we must rid our society of this type of theft 
and destruction of fish stocks.  A number of illegal braided monofilament nets with 
Japanese floats have been seized. 
 
I have secured a new Easter Fishing Festival for the Lower Bann.  Magherafelt District 
Council has donated a £2,000 first prize.  The Bann Bonanza will be relaunched in 
March 2000.  There will also be a part of journalists arriving in December for a 
familiarisation trip.  The party will include Chris Tarrent and Bob Nudd, four times world 
coarse fishing champion.  Magherafelt District Council are also financially assisting this 
event.  Over the next few months, I will be working on a new Anglers’ Pack, 
Accommodation Directory, signage and access.       
 
Tom Maguire 
 
You can contact Tom on 012665 41444 for further details of the planned events.   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHARTING THE WATERS 
 
A new Lough Neagh Navigation Chart has been produced by the United Kingdom 
Hydrographic Office. 
 
The reprinting of a revised chart was first mooted at a meeting of the Safety and 
Navigation Working Group, a sub-committee of the Lough Neagh and Lower Bann 
Advisory Committees.  Although updates have been made to the Lough Neagh chart, 
through the distribution of ‘Notices to Mariners’, the chart has not been printed in a 
revised form since 1983.  The Admiralty agreed to produce an up-to-date chart if 
provided with a list of the proposed amendments.  The Marine Safety Agency and the 
Royal Navy carried out the necessary hydrological survey work.  Lough Neagh Rescue 
and representatives from user group scrutinised the proposed amendments and liaised 
with the Hydrographic Office of the Admiralty.   
 
A copy of the new chart can be obtained from Todd Chart Agency Limited, Bangor (Tel. 
01247 466640) 
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NAVIGATION NOTES AND USERS’ CODE FOR LOWER BANN RIV ER 
 
The Lower Bann navigation Notes and users’ Code was published in August 1999. 
 
This leaflet sets out the access points, recreational activities, powered water sports zones, 
information on navigation, moorings and conduct on the River Bann, from Toome to the 
Barmouth. 
 
Thanks are extended to Lower Bann users who were responsible for compiling the notes 
and to the Rivers Agency for publication.  The leaflet has already been widely 
distributed. 
 
If you require additional copies, please contact Sperrin House 01648 301289. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ALL QUAYED UP ON THE SOUTHERN SHORES 
 
The earth has been moving at Ardmore on the southern shores.  The Emerson family has 
developed an excellent land and water recreation, and future environmental education 
area on a peninsula beside their industrial sand extraction quay. 
 
The new facility is open to the public and includes a slipway, moorings, picnic area, 
paths, landscaping, car park and interpretation boards on the sand extraction industry and 
local wildlife.  Conor Jordan, the project manager was delighted to have the opportunity 
to work on this high profile project which has such wide ranging benefits.  George 
Emerson said “We value our loyal staff and wanted to provide an area where local people 
could relax whilst learning more about the Lough.  All the hard work has paid off and 
hopefully this approach will stimulate other businesses around the shores to put 
something back into their local community”. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PILOT BOOK 
 
The River Bann and Lough Neagh Association are planning to publish a pilot book 
containing navigation guidance for the River Bann and Lough Neagh.  The area to be 
covered will stretch from the Barmouth to the limits of navigation on the Blackwater and 
Upper Bann Rivers at Blackwater Town and White Coats Point respectively. 
 
Michael Savage of the Association is compiling the information and hopes to have the 
pilot book ready for publication by the end of 2000. 
 
If you have any relevant information or require further details, please contact Michael on 
0411 158 366. 
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WINTERING WILDFOWL CONFERENCE  
 
The 1999 Wintering Wildfowl Conference was held on Saturday, 18 September 1999.  It 
was organised through a partnership between Environment and Heritage Service of DOE 
(NI), Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, British Association for Shooting and 
Conservation, The University of Ulster, Conservation Service of Craigavon Borough 
Council and The Lough Neagh Advisory Committee.   
 
Its main purpose was to bring together the views of a broad spectrum of people and 
organisations to help future management decisions relating to the wetland birds. 
 
The delegates attending the conference represented a diverse range of interest 
organisations including wildfowlers, conservation charities, the statutory sector and local 
communities around the Lough Neagh and Lough Beg Wetlands.  They discussed a wide 
range of issues including wildfowling, birdwatching, nature conservation, poor water 
quality, refuge management and potential areas for research.  A list of recommendations 
for the sustainable management of the Lough Neagh Wetlands was drawn up.  This was 
further refined with the addition of action points at a delegates working group session in 
October.  A Conference Report containing information on the original conference and the 
commendations for action can be obtained from Sperrin House. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BRIDGING THE BANN 
 
There are plans for two new bridges over the Lower Bann river at Coleraine and Toome.   
 
The bridge at Coleraine will be allocated slightly downstream of the old Coleraine Town 
bridge and will be for pedestrians and cyclists.  The DoE Roads Service has given 
assurances that the air draft of this bridge will be greater than that of the old town bridge 
thus not impeding navigation.  This bridge will form a link in the National Cycle 
Network along the north coast.  The Roads Service has commissioned design consultants 
to investigate the possible sitting and design of the proposed new vehicle bridge for the 
Toome by-pass.  The Advisory Committee has expressed concern that the air draft of any 
new bridge should be 3.5 metres, above the highest recorded water level, at an absolute 
minimum.  The bridge should be sited to allow suitable lead in and out approaches.  
Apparently the construction of the bypass is dependent on the sale of Belfast Port.  The 
time scale of this project is uncertain.   
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WETLANDS WAY 
 
The land to the south of Lough Neagh, between the Lough shore and the motorway was 
once the most extensive ‘wetland’ in the British Isles.  The South Lough Neagh 
Regeneration Association (SLNRA) are trying to raise the profile of the internationally 
important wetland (RAMSAR site), and have been involved in highlighting and 
developing a series of natural resource recreation and environmental projects. 
 
SLNRA in partnership with Craigavon Borough Council and the Loughshores Area 
Based Strategy have further developed one of the ideas and now have a series of way 
marked trails for walking, cycling and horseriding through the South Lough Neagh 
Wetlands.  The on the ground trails are accompanied by a WETLANDS WAY leaflet 
which includes information on the routes, nature conservation, history and local 
accommodation. 
 
Craigavon Borough Council organise an activity programme and guided walks in the 
area.  Contact the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre for further details on 01762 322205. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
THE MAID OF ANTRIM 

 
Looking out across Lough Neagh on any day between Easter and October, from 1967 
until 1998, you might well have seen the passenger vessel ‘Maid of Antrim’ sailing by 
one of her many cruises.  Her classical line and easy gait distinguished her from any other 
previous passenger vessel that plied on Lough Neagh. 
 
The Maid of Antrim was built on the Clyde in 1963 and ran for two years out of 
Queensborough to Gareloch and Holy Lough.  She was then called the ‘Scots Guard’. 
 
She was brought in 1965 by John Rainey of Larne and operated at Antrim and 
Carrickfergus until the winter of 1966 when she was returned to the Clyde and hauled 
ashore in McAllisters Yard at Dumbarton.  When she was again put up for sale in May 
1967, George and James McGarry, of the long established boatbuilding and marine 
contracts family firm of H. McGarry & Sons, Ardmore Boatyard, immediately flew to the 
Clyde and bought her.   
 
The annual overhaul and certification of the hull took place in Scotland.  After a delay 
due to bad weather the vessel, with an Ardmore Boatyard crew, set sail across the Irish 
Sea to her new home.  The Board of Trade engine and buoyancy certification took place 
at Toomebridge. 
 
The first cruise of the newly named ‘Maid of Antrim’ was from Toomebridge to Coney 
Island on the morning of Saturday, 16 June 1967.  She spent the remainder of that day 
running one hour cruises from Coney Island through a lough surface thick with green 
algae.   
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This was the infamous summer algal blooms that started the chain of research and 
remedial works still being carried out today.  The family crew slept aboard the vessel 
berthed at Coney Island (the first of many such nights) and made passage to the 
Sixmilewater on Sunday in time to operate one hour cruises. 
 
For the next 32 years the ‘Maid’ was used full-time during the summer months, operating 
all conceivable permutations imaginable to make the best use of the existing harbours and 
islands.  As well as one-hour cruises, the ‘Maid’ sailed on chartered booked cruises 
ranging from two hours duration to all day special cruises.  The highlights of each season 
were the four weekend cruises when she took passengers down the Lower Bann to the 
Cutts of Saturdays and returned on Sundays with a fresh party to the Sixmilewater.  Late 
night party bookings which included barbeques on Rams Island or Coney Island, 
Ballyronan, Cranfield.  The Guagers Inn, The Battery, Maghery, Toomebridge and 
Portglenone were quite successful given reasonable weather.  High winds and river 
floods were the cause of many barbeque cancellations.   
 
Disaster overtook the ‘Mid’ and her family crew on 6 September 1974 when James Jnr. 
(aged 17) was lost overboard during a late night cruise.  His body was not recovered until 
10 days later near Huttons Point.  This family tragedy almost spelt the demise of the 
‘Maid of Antrim’s’ operation at that time but for the tenacity and foresight of the 
remaining young family members who voted to close ranks and carry on in recognition of 
the work and interest that James had put into the operation.  So, during 1975 and 1976 the 
‘Maid’ was taken off Lough Neagh and used for cruises on Lough Foyle for two weeks in 
May and September.  This gave the crew a welcome and interesting change of venue and 
the local residents a chance to view the city of Londonderry and surroundings from their 
own beautiful Foyle river which had been without a permanent passenger cruise vessel 
for many years.  The ‘Maid’ then returned to Lough Neagh where she has since 
remained.   
 
At the end of 1977 the McGarry family crew members were finishing their education and 
preparing to move on to their respective career fields.  They would no longer be available 
to act as crew.  It was time to seel the ‘Maid’.  She was bought by Antrim Borough 
Council and continued cruising exclusively on Lough Neagh until 1998 (with the 
exception of a two week visit to Belfast Lough in July 1991 to coincide with the Tall 
Ships visit).  The ‘Maid of Antrim’ gave thirty-two years service, affording locals and 
visitors the opportunity to see our largest lough and unique Lower Bann River at close 
quarters and in relative comfort.  She has in those years, become part of the Lough’s 
attraction and history and something of a ‘pet’ to those who crewed and skippered her. 
 
Jim McGarry 
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MUSSELING IN ON LOUGH NEAGH 
 
The Zebra mussel is a non-native freshwater mussel from Central Europe that is 
spreading to other countries causing a nuisance to users of lake and disrupting the balance 
of local wildlife.  Zebra mussels are smaller than their marine cousins and have 
distinctive dark and light stripes.   
 
After invading the North American Great Lakes in 1985 the mussel spread through 
America along the Missouri-Mississippi, causing millions of dollars of damage to power 
plants and water supplies by blocking pipes and getting into cooling towers.  It attaches 
itself to hard surfaces such as rocks, leading to the fouling of spawning areas, the bottoms 
of boats and water pipes.  Each female can produce more than 1 million eggs leading to 
huge population densities of up to 100,000 mussels per square metre. 
 
The zebra mussel first appeared in the Lower Shannon system in 1993 or 1994.  Since 
then it has spread steadily northwards through the navigable waterways of the Shannon 
and appeared in Lower Lough Erne in 1996.  It is now widely distributed throughout 
Upper and Lower Lough Erne. 
 
Problems already evident in Ireland include nuisance growths on boats leading to reduced 
performance, slower speed and waste of fuel, and damage to engines due to blockages on 
water intake leading to engine overheating. 
 
The fouling growths are a potential nuisance entailing costs in additional cleaning and 
plant maintenance but it is the unpredictable effect on the delicate ecology of our 
freshwater ecosystems which causes great concern. 
 
Zebra mussels feed by filtering plankton from the surrounding water.  Each individual 
sieves as much as one litre per day.  Because the mussels become established in such 
large numbers this “stripping” of the plankton can cause a significant change to the 
ecology of the lake.  This can have serious consequences for wildlife, fisheries, fish 
spawning grounds and aquatic plant life. 
 
This filtering process gives the false impression of ‘clean water’.  It can make water 
much clearer which might seem like a good thing but it has ecological consequences for 
everything that lives in it.  Filtering out the algae and zooplankton does not remove 
nutrients from the water.  Dissolved nutrients are invisible – ‘clean water’.  There is 
evidence that nutrient rich, clear water leads to increased growth of water plants, 
potentially fouling once weed free areas.  There is also evidence that blooms of 
potentially toxic blue-green algae seem to follow an invasion of a lake by zebra mussels.  
The mussels colonise stony areas.  In Lough Neagh pollen require clean stony areas for 
spawning.  There is concern that the pollen spawning areas would be reduced or 
eliminated by Zebra mussels if they were to colonise the lough.   
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Time will tell the impact the introduction of zebra mussels will have on the Shannon/Erne 
system and there is a network of studies currently being undertaken.  In the meantime it is 
important that the mussel is not spread to new places. 
 
Anglers, boat users and marina managers have an important role to play in preventing the 
spread of zebra mussels to the Lough Neagh and the Lower Bann, both in seeing that 
their own activities do not spread the mussel and in helping to inform other water users. 
 
What can be done to help curtail the spread of the Zebra mussel?  Before taking any boat 
from the Erne or Shannon systems to any other site: 
 

• Scrub and steam clean the hull. 
 

• Drain bilge water, engine cooling system and any other water from the 
boat. 

 
• Remove any weed from boat and trailer. 

 
• Wash keel nets thoroughly, preferably in hot water, before transfer from 

one waterway to another, taking care to remove all weed and debris. 
 

• Store boat out of water when not in use. 
 
Further details on how to recognise and prevent the spread of the Zebra mussel can be 
obtained from either: 
 
Mr Bob Davidson  
Environment and Heritage Service 
Countryside and Coast 
Tel: 01232 546549 
Fax: 01232 546660 
e-mail: bob.davidson@doeni.gov.uk  
 
Dr Robert Rossell 
Department of Agriculture for NI 
Aquatic Sciences 
Tel: 01232 255506 
Fax: 01232 382244 
e-mail: rosellr@dani.gov.uk 
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NEWS UPDATE FROM LOUGHSHORES AREA BASED STRATEGY 
 
Since the last issue of Eel Express, the Loughshores Area Based Strategy has made 
significant progress on developing and implementing projects on the western and 
southern shores of Lough Neagh.   
 
The Strategy works closely with community groups, statutory bodies, funding agencies 
and the private sector.  By early October, almost £690,000 of funding has been 
committed to 64 projects under the three strategy themes: indigenous business, 
communication and environment.  Projects supported include: 
 
Quay Development Programme 
The strategy has worked with local communities, councils and other funders to upgrade 
and enhance facilities at six quays along the lough shores with the twin aims of 
encouraging water based tourism and improving facilities for the indigenous fishing 
industry. 
 
The quay at Emersons has now been completed and work on the quays at Gawley’s Gate 
and the Curran has commenced with Brocagh, Ballyronan and the Battery due to 
commence shortly. 
 
Lough Neagh Cycle Way 
Much of the funding for a signed, mapped and interpreted cycle way around Loughs 
Neagh and Beg is now in place.  The project has attracted support from a number of 
funding sources and enjoys the support of the local councils surrounding the Lough.  
Implementation of the Cycle Way is expected to commence shortly and should be 
completed by December 2000. 
 
Community facilities 
Two community facilities are nearing completion at Ballyronan and Brocagh.  These 
facilities have been assisted by the Strategy and incorporate community space, restaurant 
facilities and workspace units.  Completion is anticipated within the next 2-3 months. 
 
If you would like any further information on the Loughshores Area Based Strategy, 
contact Paul Carr or Geraldine O’Neil on 028 867 36667. 
 
The ‘David Gray’ 
Lough Neagh Rescue Service has been successful in attracting sufficient funding to 
replace one of its lifeboats.  The new boat, to be named the ‘David Gray’, will be 
launched in late spring 2000 when the harbour enhancement project at the Battery is 
completed.  It will then be stored in the dedicated Lough Neagh Rescue boat house.   
 
We hope to report on the launch and opening of the new Battery harbour in the next 
edition of Eel Express. 
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NEW BIRDWATCHING HIDE AT KINNEGO BAY 
 

The facilities for birdwatching at the Oxford Island National Nature Reserve on the 
shores of Lough Neagh increased significantly in June with the opening of the Kinnego 
Bay Hide.   
 
Twitchers and nature lovers can delight in the comfortable new hide with large bay 
windows offering panoramic views of the Lough and ideal conditions in which to view 
the birds from an elevated position. 
 
Standing over two metres above the Lough bed, the hide is made of wood with a cedar 
shingle exterior and screened with reeds to harmonise with the setting of the National 
nature reserve.  It is wheelchair accessible and can accommodate large groups of up to 
thirty at one time. 
 
Inside there are interpretation and identification panels of all the birds found on the 
Lough, a colourful mural and free standing chairs.  The rubber floor makes the hide 
sound proof minimising disruption to the birds. 
 
Funding for the hide was provided through Craigavon Borough Council, the Environment 
and Heritage Service, the Landfill Tax, UWT and CBC Partnership and the Lough Shores 
Area Based Strategy. 
 
For further information please contact Phil Davidson, Head of Conservation, Lough 
Neagh Discovery Centre on 01762 322205. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FISHY VIRUS 
 
The Environment Agency is using its statutory powers to ban the introduction of fish 
from Northern Ireland to inland waters in England and Wales. 
 
This follows an outbreak of a previously unreported fish virus in Southern English and 
Welsh lakes.  All of the lakes had recently been stocked with fish that could be traced 
back to Lough Neagh where a large scale mortality of breem occurred on the Lower 
Bann.  
 
Extract from an article published in British Wildlife, October 199. 
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NEW MARINA FOR DRUMAHEGLIS 
 
Planning permission has been granted for a new marina at Drumaheglis on the Lower 
Bann.  
 
Ballymoney Regeneration Company are working in partnership with Ballymoney 
Borough Council on this project which will be located immediately upstream of the 
caravan park.  The development will include additional berthing spaces for approximately 
20 boats and a building housing changing rooms, warden’s office, marina shop, 
entertainment room and viewing platform.  The funding package is almost complete and 
it is anticipated that work will start in the near future. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OF SWANS AND SYGNETS 
 
No longer will you hear the dulcet tones of Bob in Sperrin House.  He has migrated to the 
comfort and security of the flock that is Environment and Heritage Service. 
 
Caroline Marshall, previously of the Loughshores Area Based Strategy, is attempting to 
waddle along in Bob’s webbed footprints.  Please be patient.  It may be some time before 
the cygnet emulates the swan named Bob. 
 
Many thanks to Bob for all his hard work and commitment, and to Anne for ‘holding the 
fort’ when the post of Liaison Officer was vacant. 
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