Minutes of the thirty-seventh meeting of the LoughiNeagh Advisory Committee held on
Wednesday 2° March 2005 at 10.00am in Sperrin House, Magherafel

Present In attendance
Prof. Brian Wood (Chairman) Mr Stephen Foster (EHS)
Cllr Peter O'Hagan Ms Kathleen Conlon (DCAL)
Mr C W Dickinson Ms Caroline Marshall (Liaison @#r)

Mr Newell McCreight
Clir Tony Elliott

Mr Conor Jordon
Clir John Junkin

Cllr Gary McMichael
Cllr Mrs M Baker

Dr Arthur Mitchell
Mr Ken Bell

Mr John Scovell

Mr Denzyl Dinsmore
Mr Conor Moore
Cllr Jim Canning

Mr Billy Mullen

Mr Brian Cassells
Mr Conor Corr

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Mr Archie Gibson, Mer@rd Laverty, Clir Arnold Hatch
and Mr Bob Davidson. Reverend Kennedy informed dffee that he would not be
attending meetings until the “threat is lifted” ¢sglatters Arising, point 4 below).

2. Minutes of last meeting — 19 January 2005
With the insertion of the following action, membeaigreed the minutes of this meeting:

ACTION 7a: LO to call an initial meeting of the Lough Neagh Resources Working
Group.

3. Matters Arising
Members indicated that they were content with tletioh list now attached to the end of
the minutes. The meeting considered the Actiorih@fast meeting as follows:

Action | Update/Discussion/Future Actions

1. EHS has confirmed that Shaftesbury Estates of hobgagh Limited
(SELN) was asked to become a member of the LNAC réfused due to
other work commitments.

2. A letter has been sent to encourage SELN partioipan the work of the
Advisory Committee.
3. EHS confirmed that requests for copies of the Adyi Committee minutes

—

can be honoured. Members agreed that minutes dlumly be sent ou
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following final ‘signing off at the subsequent Adery Committee
meeting, that on occasion minutes may have to hewamercially in
confidence’ sections and that it would be usefuhdy were available o
the website.

>

ACTION 12: LO to set up system to facilitate the upoading of
Advisory Committee minutes to the website.

4. Caroline drew members’ attention to ‘three meeting-attendance rule’ i
the covering letter sent with the minutes of theAQN meeting of 21
January 2005. She informed members that she adsuh@ Rev.
Kennedy’'s statement in Item 1 ‘Apologies’ aboveerefd. After
discussion, members agreed that the letter, senalltanembers and
advisors, was sent in good faith and that there neagr any intention tp
single out any one organisation. It was highkghthat this rule was
intended to insure that there was good representatt meetings, thus
allowing for well informed discussion and subsedué&rmulation of
management ‘advice’. It was highlighted that thue would continue to
apply to all members, including local Council regmetatives, but would
not apply to advisors from the statutory agencrs) would attend on an
‘as and when needed basis’.

=}

5. Caroline met with Patricia Campbell, Chairman &€& tLough Neagh
Fishermen’s Association (LNFA), formerly known d® tAssociation of
the Lough Neagh Fisher Families. Caroline inforrmeeimbers that the
LNFA, a register Union, was originally set up irth960s. One of its roles
wasl/is to lobby for the rights of fishermen on ttmugh. The work of the
LNFA is gaining momentum again and investigatiores taking place into
its past business. It has a wide and growing meshijegbase. Patricia ha
agreed to forward copies of official papers. Camlinformed members
that the LNFA is liaising with the Co-op at presener certain issues, but
that this was not of concern to the Advisory Conteeis. Members agreed
that the Management Committee should be askedrtsid®r the merits of
inviting the LNFA to be a full member of the LNA® tinsure that the
views of Lough Neagh fishermen inform discussiosisvall the Co-op, that
represents the fishing industry.

ACTION 13: Management Committee to consider the mas of asking
the LNFA to become a member of the LNAC tg
represent the interests of Lough Neagh fishermen.

Members also agreed that meetings should be hétdthe Association ang
the Co-operative with a view to increasing the inpuAdvisory Committee
meetings from the commercial fishing sector.

ACTION 14: Meeting to be held with the Associationand the Co-
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operative with a view to increasing the input to Adisory
Committee meetings from the commercial fishing seaot.

There has not yet been a meeting of the Manage@emmittee to give

consideration to asking the LNFA to represent thRirfig industry on the

Advisory Committee.

Letters were sent to the LNP, LNCo-op and the LNEGommending thg
radar reflectors are installed on all fishing boats
By way of update, the LNP has called for new aggions to the LNSF an

is aware that the LNFA may apply for funding fodaa reflectors for the

fishing boats of its members.

A reply from the LN Co-op, received by fax ofi March 2005, was table

After discussion, members agreed that a reply shioellsent addressing t

points raised in the letter, with particular refeze to the following:

- radar reflectors are needed to make the fishingsbwéasible’ to other
boats that have radars,

- sand barge operators have undergone training,

- the LN Co-op could apply to the LNSF for reflectors

- pleasure craft tend to operate in daylight, wHilsting boats operate i
darkness therefore a radar reflector is more partiand

- the navigation lights fitted to the majority of Hiag boats are ver
useful, but they are not always turned on.

ACTION 15: LO to reply to the letter received from the LNCo- op in
relation to radar reflectors on fishing boats.

17

it

o

17

>

7a

A meeting of the Lough Neagh Resources worknogig was planned fo
the afternoon of % March 2005. After discussion, surrounding
disappearance of Lord Shaftesbury, members agread tihis meeting
should be postponed.

-

the

Kathleen distributed copies of the Executive Sumynaé the Lough Neag
Navigation Authority study. (Copies are availafstem Sperrin House.) |
was agreed that a copy of the full study shouldsbat by DCAL to
Caroline.

ACTION 16: Kathleen Conlon to forward a copy of the full Lough
Neagh Navigation Authority study to Sperrin House.

Members welcomed the publication of this report agceed that the Safe
& Navigation Working Group should meet to discuss tdocument an
report back to the Committee.

ACTION 17: Safety & Navigation Working Group to meet to discuss

— J

ty

the Lough Neagh Navigation Authority study report and
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report back.
Members accepted Kathleen’s offer of a presentatiom Waterways
Ireland on the report and agreed that this shoeldabilitated at the ney
meeting and that other interested parties (Manage@emmittee, LBAC
and LNP members) should be invited to attend fisrdélgenda item.

ACTION 18: Presentation from Waterways Ireland to be organised
for the next Advisory Committee meeting and LNP,

LBAC and Management Committee members to be

invited.

Cllr Gary McMichael entered the meeting at thisyoi

Kathleen provided the following update on anglomgLough Neagh:
Research has been carried out into the potentisdangfing on Lough
Neagh. This involved two rods in two boats for tdays and analysin
written and oral data from other anglers. Theltesmplied that angling in
the open Lough was relatively unsuccessful, whdsttain locations
including near the inflow rivers was more succdssfil was highlighted
that the factors contributing to the lack of susc@say include wate
pollution, high levels of suspended solids, chempistc. The possibility o
more research being done with possible funding friie LNSF was
discussed. Members welcomed an offer from Davididgttan of DCAL,
Inland Fisheries to come and discuss the anglirsgeisfurther ang
suggested that this could be an agenda item fotuasf meeting.

ACTION 19: LO to organise a presentation from Davd Houston,
Inland Fisheries at a subsequent meeting.

10.

In Bob Davidson’s absence, there was no repothersand requirement
Northemn Ireland.

ACTION 10: Bob Davidson to liaise with DETI on reports relating to
the sand requirement of Northern Ireland and report
back.

17

—

——

11.

The Management Committee had not met since thd MAC meeting, s
there has been no consideration relating to theigiom of travel expense
or lunch.

ACTION 11: Management Committee to give considet#on to the
provision of travel expenses where appropriate an
lunch for all attending Advisory Committee meetings

—
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4.

Liaison Officers Report March 2005
Caroline drew members’ attention to the March 2B@port.

Iltem 7 refers — By way of update; the LNP Directagreed that there should be an
additional Director post, on the LNP, for a reprgagve of the LNAC. Members agreed

that Caroline should represent the LNAC in thisifjias.

Conor Corr clarified that at the last LNP AGM, t@empany Articles and Memorandum

were changed to reflect the removal of Directortpdsr the statutory agencies and that
no new director posts were created.

There were no other questions relating to thisntepo
Discussion of Draft ‘Communications and Operatioal Plan for Advisory

Committees’
The following were highlighted during discussiontiois document:

. The LNP will be researching additional funding sims and will be expanding to cover

issues out with its current funding distributiorero

. There is a new consultation document available henitnplementation of the Nitrates

Directive. It was agreed that Caroline should seuhis document, draft comments and
provide an update on the implementation of thedtss Directive for the next meeting.

ACTION 20: LO to source Nitrates Directive consulation document, draft
comments as necessary and provide an update relaginto the
implementation of the Nitrates Directive for a subequent meeting.

. It was agreed that a meeting should be held weghPtrtnerships to clarify roles and ways

of working and that the outcome should be incorfmatanto the ‘Communications and
Operational Plan’ for the Advisory Committees.

. Members agreed that it was up to the Advisory Catesnito decide on the priority of

relevant issues and on the introduction of neweisdar discussion.

Members agreed to revisit the ‘Operations and Comeations Report’ in the light of the
‘roles and ways of working’ meeting with the Parsteps and the inclusion of the other
changes detailed above.

ACTION 21: LO to revise ‘Operations and Communicatons Report’, in light of
subsequent information, and seek Committee approvalat next
meeting.

Closure of Slipway at Loughshore Park Antrim

Caroline informed members that, for reasons relédetiability and insurance, Antrim
Borough Council has closed the small slipway amstrieted access to the large slipway at
Loughshore Park. The Council state that this Wl the case until full time staff is
present to supervise launching. In the interveningee year period, the Council
recommend that people join Antrim Boat Club and enake of the Club’s facilities.
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Members were extremely concerned at this developmath were also concerned that it
may set a precedent for other slipways and acaaistsparound the system. Members
highlighted that there would probably be a reductiothe ‘duty of care’ if there was no

charge for use of the slipways, that adequate ggmauld go a long way to mitigate

against the issue of a ‘slippy’ slipway and thamnaght barrier should be put in place.
Members agreed that a letter should be sent tamMArBorough Council expressing great
concern and highlighting the need for an acceptableome as soon as possible.

ACTION 22: Letter to be sent to Antrim Borough Council expressing concern at the
closure of the slipways at Loughshore Park and hidighting the need
for action to have the slipways reopened as soon pgssible.

Communication from Lough Neagh Fishermen’s Co-oprative Society Ltd

Members agreed that a brief reply should be setitéo_ough Neagh Fishermen’s Co-
operative Society letters and that it should inelad offer to meet with representatives of
the Co-op to discuss relevant issues. Membershaggdight that it would be better use

of the Advisory Committees time to discuss issuéh Wo-op representatives at LNAC

meetings rather than via a series of letters.

ACTION 23: Reply letter to be sent to Lough NeaghFishermen’s Co-operative
Society Limited highlighting offer of a meeting andrecommending
that a representative attends LNAC meetings.

Insurance for Advisory Committee Members

Caroline informed members that in the Letter ofe®for funding for the administration
of the Advisory Committees, Environment & Herita@ervice requested that the
Committees are adequately insured. Magherafeltribti<Council has cover for people
attending meetings and for its employees. Aftscwassion, members agreed that they
probably did not need insurance as it was purealyi&ory’ in role. It was agreed that the
Management Committee should advise on this issue.

ACTION 24: Management Committee to research needf insurance for Advisory
Committee members and as necessary.

Any Other Business

a. Lough Neagh Management Strategy
It was agreed that action should be taken to ensumé the recommendations
contained in the Lough Neagh Management Strategmaire high on the agendas of
implementing bodies. It was agreed that a worlgngup should be established to
pursue this issue and that, post election, the s#nishould be reminded of the
importance of implementing the recommendationfitnrhanagement Strategy and of
the integrated management and sustainable devetamheough Neagh.

ACTION 25: Working Group to be set up to steer andreport on implementation
of the recommendation in the Lough Neagh Manageme@trategy.
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ACTION 26: Minister (post election) to be made awee of the importance of

implementation of the recommendations in the LoughNeagh Management
Strategy.

b. Derrywarragh Bridge

Members requested that an update was provided eomtplementation of works to
Derrywarragh Bridge

ACTION 27: Kathleen to provide an update on the inplementation of works to
Derrywarragh Bridge .

10. Date and Venue of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will take plaséVednesday,*1June at 10.00am in
Ballyronan.

Lnac/mins/37-020305
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Actions from Lough Neagh Advisory Committee meetindgheld on 2 March 2005

Action

Implementer

7a

LO to call an initial meeting of the Lough Neg
Resources Working Group.

igbaroline Marshall

10

Bob Davidson to liaise with DETI on reports tiglg to
the sand requirement of Northern Ireland and repack.

Bob Davidson

11

Management Committee to give considerationéo th
provision of travel expenses where appropriatelanch
for all attending Advisory Committee meetings.

Management Committee

12

LO to set up system to facilitate the uploadiofy
Advisory Committee minutes to the website.

Caroline Marshall

13

Management Committee to consider the meritskihg
the LNFA to become a member of the LNAC to repréese
the interests of Lough Neagh fishermen.

Management Committee
2N

14

Meeting to be held with the Association and te-
operative with a view to increasing the input tovAdry
Committee meetings from the commercial fishing sect

Caroline Marshall

15

LO to reply to the letter received from the LNGQp in
relation to radar reflectors on fishing boats.

Caroline Marshall

16

Kathleen Conlon to forward a copy of the fullugh
Neagh Navigation Authority study to Sperrin House.

Kathleen Conlon

17

Safety & Navigation Working Group to meet tocdiss
the Lough Neagh Navigation Authority study repantl¢
report back.

Safety & Navigation Working
aGroup

18

Presentation from Waterways Ireland to be osgahfor
the next Advisory Committee meeting and LNP, LBAC
and Management Committee members to be invited.

Waterways Ireland

19

LO to organise a presentation from David Hous]
Inland Fisheries at a subsequent meeting.

Caroline Marshall

20

LO to source Nitrates Directive consultation woent,
draft comments as necessary and provide an update
relating to the implementation of the Nitrates Dtree for
subsequent meeting

Caroline Marshall

21

LO to revise ‘Operations and Communications R&po
light of subsequent information, and seek Committee
approval at next meeting

Caroline Marshall

22

Letter to be sent to Antrim Borough Council esgsing
concern at the closure of the slipways at Loughsiark
and highlighting the need for action to have thgvsys
reopened as soon as possible

Caroline Marshall

23

Reply letter to be sent to Lough Neagh Fisheisn@o-

Caroline Marshall
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operative Society Limited highlighting offer of aesting
and recommending that a representative attends L
meetings.

NAC

24

Management Committee to research need for insarr
Advisory Committee as necessary

Management Committee

25

Working Group to be set up to steer and report o
implementation of the recommendation in the Lough
Neagh Management Strategy

Caroline Marshall

26

Minister (post election) to be made aware of the
importance of implementation of the recommendatians
the Lough Neagh Management Strategy

Caroline Marshall

27

Kathleen to provide an update on the implemmmtabf

Kathleen Conlon

works to Derrywarragh Bridge.
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