DRAFT Minutes of the thirty-eighth meeting of the Lough Neagh Advisory Committee held
on Wednesday I June 2005 at 10.00am in The Marina Centre, Ballynean.

Present In attendance

Cllr Peter O’'Hagan (Acting Chairman)  Mr Darrell 8kay (EHS)

Mr C W Dickinson Mr Stephen Foster (EHS)

Mr Archie Gibson Ms Kathleen Conlon (DCAL)

Mr Conor Jordon Ms Caroline Marshall (Liaison ©€f)
Dr Arthur Mitchell

Mr Ken Bell

Mr Denzyl Dinsmore
Mr Conor Moore

Mr Billy Mullen

Cllr Sydney Anderson
CliIr Francis Molloy
Mrs Elizabeth Meharg
Cllr Walter Greer

Mr James Smyth

In the absence of Prof Brian Wood, Clir Walter Gre®posed and Mr Archie Gibson
seconded ClIr Peter O’Hagan as the Chairman. Tdralrers agreed and Cllir O’'Hagan
took the chair.

Introductions

Following the local government elections, and thiesequent change in membership,
members introduced themselves. In particularChairman welcomed Clir Sydney
Anderson from Craigavon Borough Council and Mr Jat@myth from the Lough Neagh
Fishermen’s Co-operative Society Limited.

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from, Mr Newell McCreighl; Brian Cassells, Clir Mrs M
Baker, Cllr Mark Russell (Craigavon), Mr John Sdbaed Prof Brian Wood.

2. Minutes of last meeting — %' March 2005
With the insertion of Mr Conor Corr in the presésit, the minutes were proposed by Dr
Mitchell, seconded by Mr Dickinson and agreed g/ itembers.

3. Matters Arising
The meeting considered the Actions of the last mgets follows:

Action | Update/Discussion/Future Action

2 LO to write to SELN to encourage attendance aACNneetings and participation
in management structure.

Caroline updated members that the Directors oft8khifiry Estates of Lough
Neagh Limited had agreed that Mrs Elizabeth Melargld now represent the
company'’s interests on the Advisory Committee.
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7a

LO to call an initial meeting of the Lough Ned&sources Working Group.
Item 3a. refers.

10

Bob Davidson to liaise with DETI on reports tilg to the sand requirement of
Northern Ireland and report back.
As Bob Davidson has now been replaced by Darrahl8y as the EHS ‘in

attendance’ representative on the LNAC, it was edjtbat Caroline should source

this information.
ACTION 10: LO to liaise with DETI on reports relating to the sand
requirement of Northern Ireland and report back.

11

Management Committee to give considerationégtiovision of travel expenses
where appropriate and lunch for all attending AdisCommittee meetings.
Members were informed that the Management Commuattgeed to provide lunch
but not travel expenses.
After discussion, when it was highlighted that memstof several other similar
‘advice giving’ bodies received travel expensesminers agreed that the
Management Committee should be asked to reconigeissue. It was
highlighted that, for various reasons, approxinyaéel NAC members were not
reimbursed for travel expenses by their parent body
ACTION 11: Management Committee to give considerabn to the provision of
travel expenses, where appropriate, to LNAC members

12

LO to set up system to facilitate the uploadihgdvisory Committee minutes to
the website.

The agreed minutes were already on the websitéuimee minutes will be
uploaded as appropriate (www.loughneagh.com).

13

Management Committee to consider the meritskihg the LNFA to become a

member of the LNAC to represent the interests afgloNeagh fishermen.

The Management Committee agreed that:
‘The extension of an invitation to the LNFA to aitean appropriate
Advisory Committee meeting with an agenda relevauis interests would
be right and proper’.

14

Meeting to be held with the Association and@ueoperative with a view to
increasing the input to Advisory Committee meetifigsn the commercial fishing
sector.

Meeting to be set up with Association.

15

LO to reply to the letter received from the LN@win relation to radar reflectors ¢
fishing boats.
Reply sent.

n

16

Kathleen Conlon to forward a copy of the fullgh Neagh Navigation Authority
study to Sperrin House.
Document received.

17

Safety & Navigation Working Group to meet toadiss the Lough Neagh
Navigation Authority report and report back.
Item 3b refers.

18

Presentation from Waterways Ireland to be osgahfor the next Advisory
Committee meeting and LNP, LBAC and Management Citiaenmembers to be

invited.
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Presentation to follow this LNAC meeting.

19

LO to organise a presentation from David Housldand Fisheries at a subsequéent

meeting.

Carry forward

ACTION 19: LO to organise a presentation from Davd Houston, Inland
Fisheries at a subsequent meeting

20

LO to source Nitrates Directive consultationwoent, draft comments as
necessary and provide an update relating to theemmgntation of the Nitrates
Directive for subsequent meeting.

Item 3c refers.

21

LO to revise ‘Operations and Communications R&po light of subsequent
information, and seek Committee approval at nexting.
Item 3d refers.

22

Letter to be sent to Antrim Borough Council eegsing concern at the closure of
the slipways at Loughshore Park and highlightiregrieed for action to have the
slipways reopened as soon as possible.

Item 3e refers.

23

Reply letter to be sent to Lough Neagh Fishetsn@n-operative Society Limited
highlighting offer of a meeting and recommendingtth representative attend
LNAC meetings.

Letter sent and reply received highlighting the &porights with regard to
commercial fishing interests and highlighting regemetation at Advisory Committe
meetings. Offer of meeting not taken up.

[¢)

24

Management Committee to research need for insar®r Advisory Committee ag
necessary.
Members were informed that the Management Commulisissed this issue and
agreed the following:

‘... that insurance was probably not needed for tdeigory Committees

as it was providing ‘advice’ and not ‘acting’. Hover it was agreed that

Caroline should liaise with Lagan Valley Managem@ommittee staff

and report back.’
LNAC members agreed that whilst it was useful towrihe approach taken by
other ‘advisory bodies’, there was a need for @msifenal advice to insure that
Advisory Committee members were adequately indasthdgainst any advice
given or action taken. Members recommended treathnagement Committee
seek legal advice from Senior Council.
ACTION 24: Management Committee to research needf insurance for

Advisory Committee as necessary.

25

Working Group to be set up to steer and reporplementation of the

recommendation in the Lough Neagh Management §irate

Pending.

ACTION 25: Working Group to be set up to steer andreport on
implementation of the recommendation in the Lough Magh
Management Strategy.

26

Minister (post election) to be made aware ofitty@ortance of implementation of

the recommendations in the Lough Neagh Managentestegy.
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Pending.

ACTION 26: Minister to be made aware of the imporaince of implementation
of the recommendations in the Lough Neagh Managemen
Strategy.

27

Kathleen to provide an update on the implem@amtatf works to Derrywarragh
Bridge.
Item 3f refers.

Lough Neagh Resources Working Group

Caroline updated members as follows:

The working group met orf'@lay 2005 and agreed the remit as follows:
‘To explore the issues and management implicatisssciated with the
resources of Lough Neagh and to report and makemeendations, via
the LNAC, to the Management Committee.’

The main resources for discussion were highlighted/ater, bed and soil,

sporting rights, islands and antiquities.

Issues, in need of clarification were highlighted.

Following a request from the LN Co-operative, memlagreed to the Rev
Kennedy request to have a seat on this workingpgrou

Safety & Navigation Working Group

Caroline informed members that the SNWK met BrivBay 2005. The main

agenda item was the ‘Navigation Authority Statuslfough Neagh, the River

Blackwater and the Upper Bann’ Report, preparedfSAL by Waterways

Ireland. Caroline summarised the outcome of th&V&\meeting as follows:

a. Excellent document

b. In showing a basic duty of care towards all navaget| users of the Lough
Neagh system, a navigation authority should bébéskeed post haste.

c. The Safety & Navigation Working Group of the Lougeagh & Lower Bann
Advisory Committees is best placed to become tmswitative forum.

d. The phased activities should be split into morémtiive sections.

e. The LNAC should seek a meeting with the ministenitghlight avenues for
the establishment of a navigation authority foritbeigh Neagh system.

f.  Ownership of the bed and soil was an importaneissway to day operation
of a navigation authority

g. The information relating to infrastructure will e be updated.

h. Some of the proposals may have implications fomdierral environment
including the features of the SPA. As such ‘enuinentally’ focused
members of the Advisory Committee should reviewdbeument and EHS
should consider the potential implications.

i. The relevant economic, environmental etc. testikelly significance should
be initiated as soon as possible.

J.  There should be ‘non-executive’ directors on thardof Waterways Ireland
to provide local expertise.

k. The detail of each infrastructural proposal willdbeamined at the next
meeting.
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In the light of further discussion at the schedylegsentation, members accepted
the recommendations of the SNWG and agreed thwatstieuld be taken forward
as appropriate.

ACTION 28: Recommendations from the SNWG in relaton to the
‘Navigation Authority Status for Lough Neagh, the Rver
Blackwater and the Upper Bann’ to be taken forwardas
appropriate.

Conor Jordan joined the meeting

Comments on the Nitrates Directive consultation

Members agreed that the comments on the latesitéstDirective should be

finalised and forwarded with the inclusion of tledldwing:

. The Committees appreciate that the intensive fagra@ctor will have the
greatest difficulty in implementing the Nitratesr&ative, due to either the need
to acquire a huge acreage of land to deal witmtaeure produced or with
having to de-stock

. ‘particularly energy creation’ to original point nb4

- The Committees would like to provide the followiagswers/comments to the
guestions on page two:

Yes, the closed periods for chemical fertilisels appropriate.

Yes, the closed period for organic manure is apjatg

Yes, the recommendations for livestock manure goapacity are

appropriate.

e. Northern Ireland does not have suitable faciliti#ss vital that further

research takes place on this issue.

f. Yes, the phosphorous controls are appropriate.

g. The highlighted suggestions in the document arecgpiate

h. Yes, the proposed timescale for implementatioeasonable — there are few

other options but to comply as soon as possible.

coop

ACTION 29: Updated comments on latest Nitrates Diretive consultation
document to be lodged.

Final Approval of ‘Operations & Communications Repat’

Caroline informed members that this document wbaldenamed the ‘Business
Plan’. With the change of the priority of item 3cb'high’ and the insertion of
‘when ready/appropriate’ to the end of the thirdgg@aaph in 5.7, members agreed
the Business Plan.

e. Antrim Slipway Closure

Caroline informed members that she had writteinéoQouncil, expressing the
Committee’s concerns and outlining advice. She i@f®rmed members that she
had received the following information from AntriBorough Council:
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‘... we have now agreed terms with Council’s insusehsch allows us to

reopen the main concrete slipway at the LoughsRark. Up until now,

the slipways and jetties owned by Council (inclgd@ranfield) were

specifically excluded from the Public Liability poy for the Loughshore

Park. Council changed its Insurance provider te&ryput we have had to

pay a substantial additional premium to cover tigevays/jetties.’
Members welcomed this development and congratulatddm in securing this
acceptable solution.

Update on Derrywarragh Bridge

Kathleen Conlon updated members as follows:

a. planning permission has been approved for thestrsatural work,

b. an archaeological survey, to be funded by DCALs toabe completed before
work can start,

C. acontractor has been chosen

d. the timescale for completion of the infrastructwralk is uncertain due to the
uncertainty associated with the archaeologicalystud

Members welcomed this progress and look forwartthédoridge’s completion.

Liaison Officers Report June 2005
Caroline drew members’ attention to the June 2R6port. In particular, members

discussed the following:

a.

LNSF 2™ Tranche Applications

Caroline informed members that she had providetineutomments to Gerry
Darby, Manager of the LNSF, on the tranche 2 appbos. A member asked for
additional information in relation to the radar jed. He was re-directed to Gerry
Darby.

TOLS for Water Abstraction

Caroline informed members that Water Service wasnnxing the possibility of
taking the same amount of water, but from a largenber of locations spread
around the Lough. She indicated that she had spikeonsultants, employed by
WS, and that these consultants would be recommeridat this abstraction point
location (not quantity) change would require a Edlvironmental Statement.
Caroline informed members that both the Commiteasld be consulted in the
preparation of the full Environmental Statement.

Members welcomed this further consultation.

During a brief discussion related to pollan, thkéofeing were highlighted:
- the research being carried out will contributehie preparation of a Species Action

Plan for pollan,

- the Co-op does not exert its full rights in conrecttwith commercial fishing of pollan,

but it may reconsider this in the future and

- the existence of the pollan fishery could be aulggibmotional tool for the Lough.
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5.

6.

Any Other Business

a.

Water Framework Directive stakeholder participation consultation.
Notes on the Water Framework Directive stakehgi@deticipation consultation
meeting were tabled. Copies can be obtained frpemrih House on request.

Proposed Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessmé Regulations’
Members were informed that the Committees had bested to comment on
‘Proposed Drainage (Environmental Impact Assesspisegulations’. Members
agreed that Caroline should draft comments anceabese with appropriate
members.

ACTION 30: LO to dratft, circulate as appropriate and submit comments on
the Proposed Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessamt)
Regulations’.

Directors for South Antrim Rural Network
It was agreed that no LNAC members would be putdod for the election of
directors to the board of SARN.

High Hedges Consultation
Following discussion, it was agreed that a copthaf consultation document
should be requested and comments drawn up and ednffas appropriate.

Name of Eel Express

It was highlighted that the name ‘Eel Express’alad do justice to the contents of
the magazine and that consideration should be govehanging the name. It was
agreed that members should ponder this proposal.

Date and Venue of next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would takeep#cl 0.00am on

Thursday, 15 September 200%t, the newly refurbished, Lough Neagh
Discovery Centre, Oxford Island. Possible agetetas include:

- Development of/potential for recreational angling
. Status of ASSI
. Zebra mussel awareness
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Presentation of the Lough Neagh Navigation ReportyoNigel Russell, Waterways Ireland.

Members of the Lower Bann Advisory Committee, LoiNgragh
Partnership, Lower Bann Partnership and Lough N&agbwer
Bann Management Committee arrived for this item.

Mr Russell gave an overview of the preparationmaf ecommendations contained within
the ‘Navigation Authority Status for Lough Neadhe River Blackwater and the Upper
Bann’ Report.

During the ensuing discussion, the following pointse highlighted:

1. DCAL had no budgetary provision for taking the nexoendations of this report
forward. A business case would need to be madpp@t, etc. from the Advisory
Committees, Lough Neagh Partnership and otheraatauterest groups would assist
DCAL in raising the profile of the need for a naatign authority on Lough Neagh.

2. Implementation of the recommendations would hav@ications for other
government departments and as such, there wasldaraater-departmental
communication.

3. Itwould be more appropriate for the Advisory Cortigses to target its support for the
implementation of these recommendations at Perni&esetary level, as opposed
to Minister level.

The following was agreed by those present:

“The recommendations highlighted in the ‘NavigationAuthority Status for Lough
Neagh, the River Blackwater and the Upper Bann’ Reprt are most welcome and the
process of implementation should be initiated by t relevant government
departments as soon as possible.”

The following action was agreed:
ACTION 31: Letter to be drafted and sent to DCAL’s Permanent Secretary
highlighting the importance of progressing the impémentation of the

recommendations highlighted in the ‘Navigation Autlority Status for
Lough Neagh, the River Blackwater and the Upper Bam' Report.
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Actions from Lough Neagh Advisory Committee meetindield on ' June 2005

Action

Implementer

10

LO to liaise with DETI on reports relating teethand
requirement of Northern Ireland and report back.

Caroline Marshall

11

Management Committee to give considerationéo th
provision of travel expenses, where appropriate NAC
members.

Management Committee

19

LO to organise a presentation from David Housttoland
Fisheries at a subsequent meeting.

Caroline Marshall

24

Management Committee to research need for insarr
Advisory Committee as necessary.

Management Committee

25

Working Group to be set up to steer and report o
implementation of the recommendation in the Lough
Neagh Management Strategy

Caroline Marshall

26

Minister to be made aware of the importance of
implementation of the recommendations in the Lough
Neagh Management Strategy

Caroline Marshall

28

Recommendations from the SNWG, in relation & th
‘Navigation Authority Status for Lough Neagh, thev&
Blackwater and the Upper Bann’, to be taken forwasd
appropriate.

Caroline Marshall

29

Updated comments on latest Nitrates Directive
consultation document to be lodged.

Caroline Marshall

30

LO to draft, circulate as appropriate and sulmaribtments
on the Proposed Drainage (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations’.

Caroline Marshall

31

Letter to be drafted and sent to DCAL’s Perméanen
Secretary highlighting the importance of progregsire
implementation of the recommendations highlightethe
‘Navigation Authority Status for Lough Neagh, thev&
Blackwater and the Upper Bann’ Report.

Caroline Marshall

Lnac/mins/38-010605
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