ows in the Lough Neagh Wetlands

ives as HOWTO IDENTIFY TREE SPARROWS
} This smaller relative of the house sparrow is

the —LOCWT distinguished by its copper coloured head, black cheek
Yy are in patch and white collar. The male and female both have
. f the same markings. They are shy and easily disturbed,
X0 which can make them difficult to spot. They stay in the
Jre area all year round. In spring and summer, they nest in

. holes in trees and old buildings, sometimes in colonies. In

» sources of winter, they may be seen in flocks with other small seed
vive. eating birds, foraging for seeds.
ROWS e
) tree sparrows. o | 2
chor m—mi dfor N\ - tree sparrow hotspots
have been in
Lough Neagh

tion requires.
row, woodland
hey can survive
ds in rough
portantly, the , LOUGH NEAGH
and summer, - : . Lough Neagh is the largest freshwater lake in
qicks. S £ i\ Britain and Ireland, measuring 20 miles long and 9
» \ miles wide. It is surrounded by farmland with areas of

rough grassland, hedgerows, wet woodland and wet

: liable to winter flooding.

raditional mixed
hedgerows. If

TREE SPARROW CALENDAR

Feeding on cereal grains and weeds in stubble Breeding season, nesting in holes in trees and Feeding on Feeding on cereal grains and weeds in
fields. Also grass and weed seeds front rough farm buildings. Feeding chicks on insects insects and seeds. stubble fields. Also grass and weed

found in grass and hedges along the edge of
loughs, ponds, rivers and ditches.

grass areas. seeds from rough grass areas.

udge warbler

- A

IMPORTANT TREE SPARROW HABITATS

CEREAL FIELDS
Look out for flocks of small birds feeding in cereal stubble
fields in the winter. There may be tree sparrows in the flock,
easily overlooked among the other species. In summer, the
ripening grain is a good source of insects.

WET GRASSLAND

Wet grass areas near loughs, ponds, rivers and ditches are a rich
source of insects and seed.

HEDGEROWS, WOODLAND AND BUILDINGS
There are many dense mature hedgerows and areas of
woodland around the shores of Lough Neagh. Older trees
have holes that provide ideal nest sites for the tree
sparrows. Old abandoned stone buildings and walls also
provide ideal tree sparrow nesting habitat. Their cavities
provide safe nest sites.




